
rt , cient library In j Grand Coulee Dam contain* 

which tne .rooks have been found enough concrete for a highway 
intact waa at Herculaneum. and from New York to Seattle, and 
cent*la»d about 1.S00 volume*. back via Lo* Angle*. 

LT. KISNER REPORTED MISSING 
IN ACTION FOR SECOND TIME 

Is Brother Of I but h# ^ lMrned that th# plan6 

Local Resident In which her aon and five cjew 

member* were occupants, was dls- 
Lt L E Klsner. Jr., of Frank, abled and dropped out of forma- 
a t • of Mrs. Franklin J. Wld-'tion over Helglam territory. Ho was 
iey of this city. Is reported "mis*- reported by the War Department 
.ag in action over Belgians". ac- a* "missing a* of May 25." 

:rdtag to a notice received by the Lieut. Klsner Is the first mem- 

an* lieutenant's parents. Mr. and ber of Elkins Lodge No. 1135, 
!. E Klsner. of Frank. B.P.O. Elks to be listed as missing 

• K;»r.«r was a bombardier ( or ktlled In action. Lt. Col. Robert 

* tat it tn the » Army Air Force Wolverton has been listed ns "mlss- 

. *• seen awarded the Dlatln- lug in action" as of June 6. No 

t ‘ • *;ytng -:roee. the Air Med- further word has been received' 
» • i four Oak Laaf clusters snd from either of the officers. Lt. 1 
-• Purple Mean Col. Wolvsrton was a paratrooper. 

Tt » • *he second time Lt- Kls- Lt. Klsner has two other sisters, 
-as *«♦* atad as missing It Mrs Eugene Lawton, of Atlantic 

• or four months City. N. J.. and Pauline, at home 
§*•'*+ the • m aotlftratloa. his end one brother. William, who wa» 

» • ess •• •• t«wa hut he manag recently Inducted Into the service 

k »e r.aglaag eefsly Mrs Ijawtnn was the former 
* . •• im< r»4 by Mrs Klane* Geraldine Klsner. who attended 
** "• » s aa»i*alo» l>avle and Klklne rnllege and waa 

s w ta# aqeadroa |n employed here for sometime. Lt 

• t u • a member. stated Klsner waa formerly employed by! 
•he • • • Hint •*• Mb leave j the Western Maryland railway I 

*■ a* n«w -M fusbt was aa«e reayany 
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Had Been Reported 
Missing in Action 

Mr* Franklin J. WIdney Ienrtied 
thin morning that her brother, 


Sjo* Lt L E. Klsncr. Jr., of Frank, re- 
t of ported “missing in uction" on May 
tin* :s, over Belgium. cabled hi* par- 
tour'rnis thin morning ''Am 0 K 

on Have written Will See You Soon. 

In* Don t Worry About Me. Love.”| 
'hi. ticned. “Your Son." 
re- Lt Klsncr was oversea* 14 1 

in months wbrn he wa* reported 
in miffing by the War Department. 
»gue He was a bombardier on a B-26 
*ra. • Marauder plane. 

Dr and Mra. WIdney and daugh¬ 
ter ter Marsha Kaye and Mrs. WJd- 
M*.» oey's sister. Mrs. B K. Lawton, 
the has* returned from Atlantic City 
where the WIdney* were guests of 
Mr* Lawton. Her husband is in 
ike Nary. 

A brother of Mr* Widney and j A' 
?hh» Lawton ht William Ktsner' K 
♦ • at Fort McClelland Ala.jN 

-• r.t.'.in? at hla home at Frank c« 

d 


K:: 

* 

i 


k 


r 

j 


I? 

F 


Mrs. L. E. Kisner of Frank, Poca¬ 
hontas county, have been notified 
that t heir son Lieut., L. E. Kisner, 
!.Ir„ is reported “missing in action 
I over Belgium.” 

Lieut. Kisner was a bombardier- 
• navigator in the 9th Army Air 
Force. He had been awarded the 
Distinguished Flying Cross, the 
Air Medal with Foui Oak Leaf 
Clusters and the Purple Heart. 

This is the second time Lieut. 
— Kisner had been listed as “missing 
d in action.” Some three months 
1 prior to the last notification, his 
> plane was shot down but he man- 
' aged to get back to England safe- 

‘ ly 

A letter received by Mrs. Kis- 
. ner, mothpr of the young navigator 
• from a pilot squadron in which he 
was a member, stated that he (the 
pilot) was on leave at the time 
the flight was made but he had 
learned that the plane, in which her 
*on and five crew members were 
occupants, was disabled and drop- 
. ped i'iit of formation over Relgium 
territory. He was reported by the 
r war department as “missing as of 
1 i Mav 28." 
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Lieut. Kisner Decorated 
II ith Marauder Crew 

.Continued from Page One) 

could not be operated under ;u. 

power. 

Prepare to Hail Out 

"Some io miles off the 
coast the left engine cut, too. 1 to ... 
the crew to prepare to ban ou.. a 
1 put the ship in a giide. We work*.- 
to get the left engine going again an 
finally it caught. 

Ue were doun to 2,000 feet as we 
crossed tne English coast. We wei\ 

• s:ng altitude steadily. At 1.500 lee; 

<>ut four miles from where we hit 
the coast line, the left engine let go 
entirely. Meanwhile, everything hau 
become soaked in gasoline from tn 
~ 15 that was Joshing out of the pune- 
jred tank * 1 * we had tried a eras 
landing the first spark would have 
meant an explosion. 

I ordered the crew to bail out. The 
«>-piiot hesitated at the open bomb 
He came back to ask me was 
; going to jump or try to set it down 
1 1 1 h,m to * et going, that I wa* 
fommg. too I tried to set a course 

away from . town an<j bu|Jding 

P**" I hurried back and went out. too. 

wrTr low, somewhere 

around fen fret or Iras. 

I f•member pulling , h<l hng ^ 
am * •••y in my hand with the 
1 UjoMrfl •* " *nci 

-«• W JU4 ton* Ioom. so I M |,t. 

and fu*« about thn 


time the chute opened. I looked to¬ 
ward the plane, which had lost alti¬ 
tude rapidly and was swinging around 
in a descending turn to the loft. It 
was in the next field. It burned com 
I plctely/’ 

Members of the "Liberty Lady's 
crew who have been recommended 
Tor awards are: Second Lieutenant 
".oss Oakley, co-pilot, Westwood Vi: 
T«?e. CaTT.; Second Lieutenant Kisner. 
bombardier-navigator. Frank ,W. Va.; 
S Sgt. Lloyd Arthur, radio gunner, 
oaratago, In.; Sgt. Martin Dishong, 
tail gunner .Everett, Pa.; and S. Sgt. 
TToodrow Laubey, engineer gunner, 
St. Joseph, Mo. 
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Mr l. Kisner 
P B Box 246 
DURBIN 
W V 26264 
USA 


Dear Sir. 


The CRB A (Center of Research on the Battle of the Bulge) has the honor of 
sending you the enclosed diploma for the pan you played in the victory of the Allied troop 
during the WWII 


This diploma is reserved, usually, to the soldiers that fought during the Battle of 
the Bulge but we send it to you as an exceptional mark of sympathy and gratefulness 


With my sincere and friendly congratulations 




Inclosed you will find information on the activities of the CRIBA 
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"I knew 1 would survive,” Felt 
said “I knew the war was going 

t" end soon. I ik-v el gave up. be- 

causc I knew 1 would make it out 

oi there." 

Felt said he dreamed vividly 
during that lime 
"Anil they weren't about prot 
ty girls, either." Felt said smil¬ 
ing. "Usually about a big bowl of 
mashed potatoes The only pota¬ 
toes we got In the camps were 
rotten " 

Felt said he knew the end of 
the war was near because he 
could hear the troops fighting 
"One day wc woke up and a 
tank and troops wen* taking 
over the camp Then the Ameri 
can flag went up.” Felt said. "It 
was the most beautiful sight I 
have ever seen." 

About six weeks later. Felt ar¬ 
rived at his parents' home near 
Wakefield. 

"I really felt sorry for them be¬ 
cause they didn't know If I was 
alive or dead. At least 1 knew I 
was alive." Felt said 


HEINEMAN 

f tom Page A1 _ 

Johanns said Heineman will 
assume Maurstad's role as the 
state’s liaison to the federal gov¬ 
ernment and will take on a new 
role of coordinating the state’s 
anti-terrorist planning in light of 
the recent attacks on the East 
Coast. 

Helncman, 53, lives in Fre¬ 
mont. He was bom in Falls City 
and graduated from Wahoo High 
School. He also graduated from 
the U.S. Military’ Academy at 
West Point in 1970 and served In 
the U.S. Anny for five years 

He was the executive director 



i - -i 


Felt then sent u letter of appli¬ 
cation for the CaturplUor Club. 

The elite club is for those who 
have used parachutes to save 
their lives. It is called the Cater 
pillar Club because during 
World War II. parachutes were 
made of silk 

"1 received a reply saying they 
needed two witnesses of my es 
cape.” Felt said “I Just gave up 
after that." 

Fifty years later, he was talk¬ 
ing with the bombardier of the 

R lane. Lloyd Klsner. with whom 
e corresponds two or three 
times a year. He Is the only oth¬ 
er member of the crew still liv¬ 
ing. 

"He asked me if I was in the 
Caterpillar Club and l told lum 
what had happened." Felt said 
About three weeks ago. Felt 
received his official Caterpillar 
Club certificate and pin. 

"1 figure Klsner probably did 
it." Felt said. 

Klsner had his niece do some 
research to get Kelt the honor he 
had earned. 

"1 always felt I belonged to the 
dub." Felt said. "1 am happy 
lhat I can finally say I do." 


of the Nebraska Republican Par¬ 
ty. office manager for U.S. Rep. 
Doug llereuter's Fremont oQlce 
and chief administrative aide to 
former U.S. Rep. Hal Daub before 
running Tor the state treasurer 
Johanns, who has nut formally 
announced that he will seek a sec 
ond term, said Heineman will be 
his running mate if he runs. 

Giving the lieutenant governor 
a larger role has become inure 
important since voters approved 
a measure In November chang 
ing how the position is filled. 

The lieutenant governor used 
to run independently in the pri¬ 
mary election. Now. the governor 
and lieutenant governor will run 
on the same ticket. 

Hyrd said she had not decided 
if she will ran for treasurer next 
year. 

"nui's a premature thought 
for me." she said "This has 
moved very, very quickly." 

While the lieutenant gover 
nor's mam duty is to preside over 
the legislature. most of the of¬ 
fice's holders historically were 
mostly limited to ribbon cuttings 
•oid ceremonial pump 
That changed in the past 10 
years howvvei when Maxine 
Moul and then Kirn Robak began 
play mg larger rule* in the peat 
liott under then*Jov Pen Neb»«n 
The Job' » re*i*>n«lhUjtk* have 
v«alatn| even more since Jo 

haunt Mik uflkv Ui IM 

Johann* made Miunlal an ut 
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To the gallant veterans we say 
Thank you, we will never forget you. 



What we would like all 
Marauder families to do! 

In the belief that Marauder history is 
important enough to be preserved and made 
available to future generations, we urge all 
Marauder Veterans and their families to take 
the following instructions; 

1. Consider that anything that you hold that 
relates to your WWII experience is valuable. 

2. To whatever extent you can, identify each 
item that you have. This particularly includes 
providing whatever caption that you can to 
photographs. Ideally each such item should 
have information that identifies who, what, 
where and when. Any of this information 
makes the item more useful. 


v Prepare all ol your holdings for transfer to 
our archive, The PIMA Air and Space 
Museum, by being sure that each item holds 
the name ol the donor, is wrapped carefully 
and sent to our - your - archive. 

4 Send it to PIMA! 

Scott Thompson 


Archivist. Pima Air 
bOOO I Valencia Rd 


Space Museum 


I ucson A/ K5706 




Xmstcrdam/Schipho! missions in autumn 1943. For 
further information do not hesitate to contact me. 

Hoping to hear from you, or any other Marauder 
Men, I wish you a merry Xmas and the very best 
for 1995! 


Rob van den Nieuwendijk. 
go back to Manuscript menu 
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failed to return, 5 returned on one engine and 3 
crash landed. Nr. 386 Bomb Group had 52 aircraft 
over target of which 35 had damage category A, 1 
had AC, I failed to return and 1 crash landed. And 
nr. 387 Bomb group had 46 aircraft over target of 
which 15 had damaged A and 4 AC. 

It had been a morale boosting mission: the 
Marauder could take it! The very next Marauder 
mission was on 20 December 1943 - the 
100th mission. Since 16 July 1943 about 6,700 
sorties had been flown, during which 21 aircraft 
did not return: 0.3% losses - the lowest losses in all 
operation areas. 

This story had a tail - Schiphol (recently voted as 
the best civil airfield of the world again) is 
developing to the mainport of Europe; the Dutch 
economic spearhead. It is feared that there are still 
unexploded bombs in the Dutch ground near 
Schiphol. Developments are planned and carried 
out carefully. Intensive research has been 
undertaken in order to locate the "forgotten" 
bombs. Since 1989 over 10 bombs have been 
uncovered and detonated. Just recently, on 3 
November 1994 (another coincidence), the NV 
Luchthaven Schiphol, the gemeente 
I laarlemmermeer (municipal) and the Explosieven 
Jpruimingsdienst (bomb squad) signed agreements 
on removing future explosives located at Schiphol. 

I trust that this information is of interest to all 
Marauder Thunder readers, especially those 
Marauder Men who participated in the 
h«P «*/MS/MSI7l3/MSI7| 1 him 
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Wing (nrs. 322 and 386 Bomb Group) attacked 
with 72 planes first at 14.36 hour" - aiming on the 
intersection of the two runways. The flak was 
intense, accurate and hot. Nr. 99 Combat Wing 
(nrs. 323 and 387 Bomb Group) carried out the 
second attack with 72 aircraft at 14.53 hours. The 
"Raunchy Pascal" of 323 Bomb Group and 455 
Bomb Squadron, piloted by l/Lt. Piper, was hit by 
flak and last seen over the Northsea, losing height 
rapidly. The entire crew is still missing, for the 
third and last attack all four Bomb Groups 
participated with 18 planes each from 15.04 hours 
the Marauder Men bombed target. 386 Bomb 
Group, led by Maj. Sherman Beaty o£ 5S5 Bomb 
Squadron, was the last unit over Schiphol. Flak 
was extremely heavy deputy Capt. Raymond 
Sanford in "Hell's Fury" was directly hit and 
crashed in Amstelveen/Aalsmeer. The entire crew, 
except Sanford, lost it's life. Sanford was wounded 
and taken POW and survived the war. 

Some German fighters had tried to attack the 
bombers, but their reaction was weak. In combats 
with Polish 306 and 315 Squadrons one Spitfire 
was shot down for two claimed destroyed German 
fighters. The results of this raid were devastating. 

In 30 minutes about 780 1000 lb GP's had been 
dropped on Schiphol's runways: the heart of the 
airfield. It was put out o" action for the rest of the 
war. The flak damage had been high: nr. 322 Bomb 
Group had 50 planes of target, of which 34 and 
damage category A and one crash landed B26. Mr. 
323 Bomb (iroup had 52 aircraft over target of 
which 35 had damage category A, 10 had AC, 1 

har K^fcflttnuMkrvthisc m*/MS/MS|7l VMSI7I \ him 
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ofll./Jagdgeschwader 3 (stationed at Schiphol) 
made attacks on the B26's. Escorting Spitfires did a 
good job: various Me-109's were claimed as 
destroyed. All allied aircraft returned home safely. 

On 3 November 1943 nrs. 322, 3Z3, 386 and 387 
Bomb Group detailed 18 aircraft each. After a 
frightful bomb-run, during which Bugs Bunny, 
piloted by Capt. Anthony Geiser (323 Bomb Group 
and 456 Bomb Squadron) was directly hit by flak, 
Schiphol was bombed by 65 Marauders. Due to the 
heavy flak, the results were poor, only 7 bombs in 
target area, on the route out the Me-109's of 
Il./Jagdgeschwader 3 attacked the Marauders 
again. In dogfights with Spitfires "mainly of the 
Canadian Digby Wing) a total of 13 were 
destroyed, 2 probably destroyed and 2 damaged. 

Of these the Marauders claimed: 3 destroyed, 1 
probably destroyed and 1 damaged. Actual German 
losses: 7 Me-109's lost over Northsea and 
Zandvoort area. The Luftwaffe lost Major Kurt 
Brandle, leader of II./Jagdgeschwader 3, a German 
ace with 180 victories and over 650 combat 
missions - a heavy blow for the Luftwaffe. This 
attack was discussed on high level in order to 
prevent further heavy losses and defend the Reich. 

After poor results on 3 November 1943 the next 
attack was set on KgP mjrite »4>943. Nrs. 322, 
**•■386 and 387 Bomb Group detailed 54 planes 
each - a total of 216 (maximum effort); the largest 
number detailed by B26'S to one single target till 
that date. Each B26 carried 4 x 1000 lb GP's. The 
attack was planned in three waves. Nr. 98 Combat 
n»|^M.VM.SI713/MSI7|3.htm 
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of ll./Jagdgeschwader3 (stationed at Schiphol) 
made attacks on the B26's. Escorting Spitfires did a 
good job: various Me-I09’s were claimed as 
destroyed. All allied aircraft returned home safely. 


On 3 November 1943 nrs. 322, 3Z3, 386 and 387 
Bomb Group detailed 18 aircraft each. After a 
frightful bomb-run, during which Bugs Bunny 
piloted by Capt. Anthony Geiser (323 Bomb Group 
and 456 Bomb Squadron) was directly hit by flak 
Schiphol was bombed by 65 Marauders. Due to the 
heavy flak, the results were poor; only 7 bombs in 
target area, on the route out the Me-I() 9 's of 
ll./Jagdgeschwader 3 attacked the Marauders 
again. In dogfights with Spitfires "mainly of the 
Canadian Digby Wing) a total of 13 were 
destroyed 2 probably destroyed and 2 damaged 
Of these the Marauders claimed: 3 destroyed I 

W 7 Me TovV " 11 ' '‘""•"t Ac, “' °«"™» 
osses. 7 Me-I09s lost over Northsea and 

Zandvoort area. The Luftwaffe lost Major Kurt 
acTwith gOvicf ' [, . /Jagd f eschwa der 3, a German 

mTssTons ! h uf S and over 650 comba < 
missions - a heavy blow for the Luftwaffe This 

attack was discussed on high level in order to 

Prevent further heavy losses and defend the Reich. 

After p„o r results on 3 November ^ ^ 

323 ik? S Sl :‘ 0n 13 Decemb «r 1943. Nrs 322 
each - a ’total of 2l6°n b ^ dCtai ' ed 54 P l ™ es 
number deS leibv ^ lar « est 

date. I,ch B26 
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Introduction: 


Schipol, as many accounts from Marauder Men 
will confirm, was one of the most heavily defended 
airfields that the Germans held during WWII. 

This account is by an "amateur historian of the 
airwar over Holland during WWII." Rob van 
den Nieuwendijk, documents B-26 Missions 
against this airfield. The following is from an OCR 
scan that is considered quite accurate. 


DECEMBER 1994 


Schiphol 

G.A.M. van den Nieuwendijk 

I enjoy receiving and reading Marauder Thunder 
very much - it reflects interesting aspects of the 
history of the B26 a bomber with a tremendous and 
(almost) forgotten past; the B26 MHS does a great 
job by preserving and projecting the history of the 
Marauder in all aspects. 
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As an amateur historian of the airwar over Holland 
during WWIII became interested in the aspects 
and effort of the B26 raids on Amsterdam/Schiphol 
airfield in autumn 1943. After years of researching 
these attacks - the most feared by the Marauder- 
Men, as this airfield was the most heavily defended 
German A/D in NW Europe - I had the opportunity 
to write down the events. This resulted in "Doelwit 
Schiphol; De Amerikaanse aanvallen op de 
vliegbasis Schiphol in het najaar van 
1943" ("Target Schiphol; The American raids on 
Schiphol airfield in autumn 1943"). This 
interesting and handsome book (200 pages and 
over 100 never published photos) is the very first 
publication which zooms in all aspects of the 
Marauder attacks on this airfield on 29 July 1943, 3 
October 1943, 3 November 1943 and 13 December 
1943. 

Therefore I was surprised reading Kenneth J. 
Brown's story "Just one Mission" in Marauder 
I hunder (Vol.2 , no. 4 of October 1994). Just as an 
coincidence today it is 51 years ago that 200 
Marauders attacked this very important German 
airfield and put it out of action for the rest of the 
war. 

The very first attempt destroying Schiphol by the 
Marauders was on 29 July 1943. Nr. 323 Bomb 
Group detailed 18 Marauders, but due to improper 
landfall ’Ymuidcn" this mission was canceled. The 
next mission was on 3 October 1943. Nrs. 322 and 
323 Bomb Group detailed 36 planes each and 
bombed target with fair results. Various Me-I09’s 
«*,^VMSI7I J/MSI7l3.hlm 
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We hold a monthly meeting in Liege where every member is welcome We put together t 
results of our rcsearchs and of our activities Very often, there is a lecture or a debate on a subjee 
of the battle and sometimes a film 

Wc publish a three-monthly newsletter ,n french It mcludes articles on the battle, accomus on 
activities, ceremonies and meetings, interv iews of soldiers and civilians and comments on books 

or documents. 

We participate in cultural events and exhib,Irons on the "Battle of the ***■***"'*"£' 

,11 radio and T V programs on the Belgian waves Our association has contributed to a five hout 
film produced bv die Belgian T V for the 40* Anniversary of the Battle That film was given the 
Award "Antcnncs dc Cnstal" for the best Belgian documentary film of the year 

We take part in all ceremonies reminding the Ardennes Campaign but especially in the 
ceremonies of Memorial Day in Belgium with wreath laying at the American Military Cemeteries 
,n La Ncuville-cn-Condroz and also Hcnrr-Chapcllc but also in Baugncr (Malmedy ■raancra)- 
War is over years have passed Time restored to health souls and bodies. Houses were rebuilt 
The tough Ardennes people went through! the anguishes of the fightings and horrors of the war 
Rni wc have not fnrvntten the pri ce for our freedom. Thousands of little white crosses lined up 
in the American Militarv Cemeteries of La Ncuvillc and Hcnn-Chapclle are testimony for history 
and for men of the violent fightings on the Ardennes Theater of Operation Every year, wc 
remember and go there to lay a wreath and pay our respects to the memory of our proud 
liberators 


5 Finally, one of our most important activity is the welcome to American Veterans who come back 
to the battlefields Wc help them finding villages, houses, crossroads, aid stations and even their 
own foxholes. Sometimes, wc have American families who arc coming for a pilgrimage to the 
country where they lost a loved one. Sometimes, we accompany groups and try to show them 
places of particular interest. Very often we take smaller groups or individuals to the specific 
places they went to visit. 


Numerous letter from Americans friends make us believe that we are successful. 


Such letters make us feel happy and are an incentives encouragement to go on. 

In u#u.IuJc I m am t o say a few words about our members. 

WHO ARE THEY*’ 

Of tut a many of u« who have known the war arc more interested in the story of the Battle of the Bulge 
(hw yearns people 

hoi «urpmmgly. mans of our members arc young people who were not bom at the time, and they take a 
*ct> MfMYMl part in our activities 


Two mm arc even members of our Board 
W c bt!»oc and wc h<jpc lhai thes will go on when wc pass awa> 

Aiulic Itukil, Honorary President 


( hmtian hiait dc b Souls. President 


C.R.I.B.A. 

Center of Research and Information 


on the Battle of the Bulge. 

The five letters C R I B A stand for "Centre dc Rccherchcs et d'Informations sur la Bataillc des 
Ardennes" which means "Center of Research and Information on the Battle of the Dulgc 

This association, founded in March' 1980. is a non-profit, a non-political and non-philosophical 
organization. 

It seems necessary to say a few words about the origins of C R I B A 

The Commemoration of the 35°' Anniversary of the Battle of the Bulge brought together two men who 
developed a keen interest for the history of a period they had well known They talked about the supposed 
attack by the German panzers of an American gasoline dump near Stavclot This attack was put on the 
screen by Ken Annakin in a beautiful and very sensational film "The Battle of the Bulge" with such 
marvelous actors as Telly Savalas and Henri Fonda But. eventually, the story of the gasoline dump is a 
mere legend 

For these two history lovers, it seemed absolutely necessary to restore the TRUTH and get nd of such 
misleading legends. So by common consent, they decided to organize meetings and debates for people 
who were interested in the history of the Battle known in the U S A as the "BATTLE OF THE BULGE' 

< R-I H A. was about to be bom with the following goals: 

1 To get together all those who are interested by the events of the Winter 1944 - 1945 in the 
ARDENNES, remembering the words of a famous Spanish writer. Salvador de Madariaga: 
THOSE WHO FORGET THE EVENTS OF THE PAST ARE CONDEMNED TO LIVE THEM 
AGAIN" 

2 To collect documents, pictures, testimonies from soldiers and civilians to establish a detailed 
documentation on the Battle of the Bulge 

To inform our fcllow-citizcns and perpetuate the memory of the sacrifices of the soldiers and the 
civilian! Particularly young people, who didn't know the war must learn that sometimes in your 
life you have to take a responsibility like thousands of young Americans did because they knew 
that freedom iv one of the most valuable thing for countries and human beings 

« To hdp preserve historical data and sites 

t >al « to organize contacts with War Veterans Fully aware of the awful consequences 
that a MKinful <»cr nun counter-attack in December 1944 would have meant for us. Belgians, vve 
arc uumii to cvprcu our ivmpathv and gratefulness to the Allied Veterans of the Battle 

Uc id arte* it** vpnit ihe unaclfishnes* the devotion to dutv and the valor of those who lived that 
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Malmedy. le 14-09-2001 


Mr L.Kisner 
PB Box 246 
DURBIN 
WV 26264 
USA. 


Dear Sir. 


The CRB A. (Center of Research on the Battle of the Bulge) has the honor of 
sending you the enclosed diploma for the part you played in the victory of the Allied troop 
during the WWII K 


This diploma is reserved, usually, to the soldiers that fought during the Battle of 
the Bulge but we send it to you as an exceptional mark of sympathy and gratefulness 


With my sincere and friendly congratulations 



Unclosed you will find information on the activities of the CRIB A 



Dear Mister Kisner 


1 am very glad to know you are in good health 

Do you remember when you ware in my parents's home 



mymrthcr-you rrty cousin arv 


f-4-v-A*. I«* 


My father died in 1982 (85 years old) 

My mother died in 1993 (91 years old) 

My grand -mother died in 1975 (99 years old) 

My aunt died in 1985 (82 years old) 

On this photo I was 16 ! Now I am 72. 

In 1952 I got married with Maric-Louise. We have 3 sons, one doughtcr and 8 grandchildren 
I was principal of the schools of our town. (Malmcdy - Belgium) 

I am retired since 1985. 

My hobby is the study of the Battle of the Bulge. 


IX) you know the name of your companion ? Is he still in live ? I think his first name was 
Andre or Andy( 7). 

Before you came in my parents’s home, you ware in the home of LOUIS FECHIR in the 
village of FORET 

\x ... 1 I t MIR died in 1975 ( 84 years old). His wife died in 1960 (67 years old). His son 
*.h ' )1 AS died in 1996. Marie (78) and Celine (76), the dougthers of Louis FECHIR. live 
m IKOOZ, a town near FORET. 

1 tchould receive one photo of you. Is it possible ? 


1 jum a document I have since long time 
(kuuw my Ingluh) 

Sincere!). 


Joseph Pol hen 
Sur les Roc Iks 8 
B-4960 Malmcdy 
Belgium 
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Subject: Fw: Concerning Lloyd Kisner 
Dale: (No, or invalid, date.) 

From: "Doreen" <jaysam@ncumedia.net> 

1 o: "becky and fted" <bfbcnton@yahoo.com> 

CC: "cathy" <comdorf@access.mountain.net>, "firank&robin" <fhmiams@neumcdia.net>, 
"franny" <emams@wvu.edu> 


Boclcy we are getting somo info. I talked to Carol Erickson and she said she has n 
San 


Date: Thursday, January 18, 2001 01:54:38 

> From: P0THEN Joseph 

> To: jaysamSneumectla.net 

> Subject: Concerning Lloyd Kisner 

> 


> Madame Widney, 

> I am very happy to find again your uncle Mr Lloyd Kisner. 

> In may 1944 after bombing an bridge In Liege (Belgium), his aircraft was shot 

> down. Fortunately, your oncle was not killed in the crash of his R 25 I do 

> not know how he came in the house of Mr Louis FSchlr in the village of FVRET 

> near Li6ge (Belgium). 

> flgtTtllTln tvRET 7 .' ^ ° f ^ Geraan anDy attacked Resistant 

> ? ,Lckly ^ wl f FZCHIR took two airmen (Lloyd Kisner and an unknow) and came in 

y parent s home in Saint-Hadelin (4 miles from FORET). Louis FECHIR was a 

> the war' " V her ‘ IL was very dan 9 erous to protect American soldiers during 

> in bedroom of my parents. He wrote his name in an 

> one photo of the fTraViL t0days ' T At that time 1 have thc opportunity to take 

■ The genn any! An * cicai ' * -et in my live and before the withdrawal of 


- Ji Z,l iib » fat ° r3 - th ° American Army, got to Saint-Hadelin. Hr 

i- ■Zt tlJl 90t bock to the American Army. 

- man. you tlr\h. 7 ”you did ^ 17 *"" t he PP Sned ln 


> *.B. emeuae my English 


Joseph Pot hen 





M almedv. le 07-02-2001 


Dear Misicr Kisner 


Jam very glad to know you are in good health 

Do you remember when you ware in my parents's home ? 



/ unu ms sister - rny mint 

My father died in 1982 (85 years old) 

My mother died in 1993 <91 years old) 

% grand -mother died in 1975 (99 years old) 

My aunt d,ed m 1985 (82 years old) 

On Ihw photo I was 16 ! Now I an. 72 
n 1952 I got married with Marie-Louise We j 

My hobby is .he study of,he Battle oflhe Bulge 


Andre or Andy,"?).™""' " f a ’ m P™o„ ? Is he slill in live ? I think his first name was 
•IiCoTfoKET n,y Paa ' nls s ho,nc - «*« »' the home „f LOUIS FECHIR i the 
NK Oi'as h! ," iS Wifc di «i « '->60 (67 years old, |, 


!£?‘* Ku r n ' 1 im »> 

P"* "*> I n«h*hi 

^•fccrcly. 


J“wph I'ot hen 
Sur les Roches 8 
Mnlmcdy 
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Doreen 


From: "POTHEN Joseph" 

To: "Widncy Jay" <jaysam@neumedia net> 

Sent. Tuesday. December 04. 2001 11 24 AM 

Subject: Uncle Dabney 

Dear Madam, 

Your latest letter make me very happy when I learn good news concerning your unci 
Dabney. 

My wife and I sent to you all our best wishes for 2002. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 

Yesterdays my wife and l were going to the SHAPE (Supreme Headquarters A1 lie 
Powers Europe) in Mons, 230 km from Malmedy. Every years, the City of Maimed 
offers a Christmas tree from our forests to the SHAPE. We were part of the oftici 
delegation. 

Since the terrorist attack on New York, the control to go in this center is very strict. 

We have had the opportunity to visit the Child Development Center Briefing: a splend 
American center for children from 6 months to 5 years. 

Our delegation was presented to the SACEUR (the big boss), the general IJ. 
RALSTON. (4 stars) 

At 16.00, our Mayor and the SACEUR have illuminated the Christmas tree. 

All the days: aperitifs, receptions, aperitifs, receptions ... Super!!! 

I am now preparing the ceremony at the monument of Baugnez (Malmedy) where ! 
(id's were killed by the German SS on December 17 1944. 

Sincerely Joseph 


UM0IN 



M i I medy. 17-01-2001 


f. "PotAct 
Sut t't4 Sxr/rj $ 
• 8-4960 

&e/ytu*tt 


Mr Lloyd Kisner 
P B Box 246 
Durbin WV 26264 
USA 


Dea r Sir, 


I am very happy you are still in good health 

Your nephew, C Erickson Jr gave me your address by « Internet » 

Did you remember when you came in my parents's home, four or five days before the 
arrival of the American army on September 11 

Before that, you ware hiding in the home of Louis Fechir in the village of Foret 
Louis Fechir was a cousin of my mother 

During the withdrawal of the german army, the S S attacked Belgian Resistant fighters 
in the village of Foret Then Louis Fechir came with you and an other G I in Saint-Hadelin 
where I was living You ware sleeping in the bedroom of my parents 1 At that time, you wrote 
your name in a little note-book I have kept till today ' 

I enclose a copy of the page where you wrote your name and the photo taken in the 
beginning September 44 On the photo I was 16 lam now 72 • I i 
I am looking forward to haring for you ' 

Was your B 26 shoot down by enemy airkraft or enemy anti-aircraft 9 
Can you explain me wath happened after you were shot down ? 

How did you come to Louis Fechir s house ? 

Do you know the name of the other airman on the photo 9 
Is he still living 9 
I hope to receive a photo of you 
I am very happy to had found you againO 
I shall write to in the coming days or weeks 

Sincerely your 


C 
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Doreen 


From: "POTHEN Joseph” 

To: "Widney Jay" ‘jaysam@neumedia net> 

Sent: Sunday. August 26. 2001 5 41 AM 

Subject: Uncle Dabney 

Dear Madam Doreen, 

During the holidays months I did not receive any new pieces of information 
concerning 

your uncle. 

However I have discovered the young girl your uncle calls "Mimi", with 
whom he learned a few French words. 

I called up this person; she very well remembers her airmen friends Lloyd and 
Andy. This lady has forgotten nothing of that already far away era. She was 
happy to know how I succeeded in tracking up your uncle. She swishes you to 
say a friendly "Hello" to your uncle and assure him of her good memories. 

Your friendly, 

Joseph 

I think pilots used to give names to their planes. Can your uncle remember the 
names o f his planes and, more particulary, the name of the plane with which 
he crashed in Belgium?- 



/). ~f)ethcn 

Us /T fifties 8 

-R-U960 /tUlm&i Malmedy. le 18-04-2001 

'Stibium 


Mr Lloyd Kisner 
P B Box 246 
DURBIN 
26264 W.V 
USA. 


Dear Sir, 


I am sending old photos of the village of FORET and of Louis FECHIR and his 
wife 


I hope you will recognize the house where you were living in 1944. 
Your photos make me happy. 


I tliank you for all information you give me through your niece. Madam Doreen. 
I have no information about Mimi Brisco, but researches continue. 

I tliank you for all. 

If you have any questions ask to me! 

God bless you 



Joseph Pothen 



